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ing me that my wife had died at Kiev from a heart attack.
I hastened to that city and assisted at her hurial.
About a year after my wife's death I saw for the first
time Madame Lisanevich, the woman who shortly after-
wards divorced her husband and became my wife. As I
was aware that the Emperor considered it improper for a
member of the Government to marry a divorced woman, I
attempted to resign from my ministerial post shortly be-
fore my marriage. His Majesty, however, who had been
initiated into all the circumstances of the case, assured me
that in his judgment I acted properly and that my step
would only add to the respect he had for me. Neverthe-
less, for many years Court circles could not be reconciled
to my marriage, and it is only since 1905 that my wife has
been received at the Court and in high society generally.
As Minister of Ways of Communication I made an exten-
sive trip along the Volga, in the spring of 1892, when an
epidemic of cholera broke out in that region. I undertook
the trip at the Emperor's suggestion for the purpose of
seeing what measures were being taken to combat the
plague in the stricken provinces. I travelled from town to
town, from harnlet to hamlet, inspecting hospitals and dis-
pensaries, coming in close contact with the patients. What
struck me most was the scarcity of doctors. Nearly the
entire burden of medical work lay on senior medical stu-
dents, and it must be said to the glory of the Russian student
body that they gave without stint both their energies and
their lives in the heroic task. I sent the Emperor frequent
reports from the field. When I returned to St. Petersburg,
His-* Majesty told me that he was happy to hear of the
self-sacrificing service of the students and that they had
thus proved themselves to be the most noble-minded element
of the intellectual class. As a matter of fact, this incident
completely broke down the Emperor's hostility toward the